Corticosteroid-associated fatal mycobacterial sepsis occurring 3 years after instillation of intravesical bacillus Calmette-Guerin.
A case is reported of systemic Mycobacterium bovis infection that occurred 3 years after uneventful instillation of intravesical bacillus Calmette-Guerin (BCG) and after several months of oral prednisone therapy. The literature on delayed BCG infection and the systemic persistence of BCG after intravesical instillation is reviewed. We propose that rarely a reservoir of dormant M. bovis may become established after intravesical therapy. Reactivation infection may later develop in a manner that parallels the natural history of secondary tuberculosis.